Southernwood Nursery
Welcome to our September 2017 Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers
What a wonderful summer we have had although the weather has let us down a
bit! We have said many sad farewells to our children who have gone on to school
and we are happily welcoming all our new children and parents into the nursery.
If you have any queries, worries, comments, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Our topic for the next 4 weeks is Autumn. We will be looking closely at the
colours of Autumn leaves and their structure and doing some drawing and colour
making of our own. We will observe how the leaves change. We want to think
about the animals that hibernate and put a hedgehog house in the secret garden
that we can also observe. We will be making all sorts of autumnal things using fir
cones especially, and leaves, so we would appreciate as many of these being
collected and brought in by the children asap please. Please use your walks in the
woods and parks to talk about the changing seasons and what is happening
around us.

As you can see,
Erin loved our
sensory feet
painting J

Staff leaving - After 11 great years at Southernwood, Dan has decided to move on to pastures new.
He is leaving childcare to work in the community as a Community Builder. Dan has made an
important contribution to the development of Southernwood during his time here and of course we
are very sorry to see him go but wish him every happiness in his new venture J He leaves Friday 8th
September – sorry for the short notice – but we are happy to pass on messages/gifts etc of course.
New staff – We have had to cover Louise as well so we are very happy to welcome Tracey and
Charlotte to the team. Charlotte has recently qualified in childcare and is excited to begin her career
here at Southernwood. Tracey brings with her a wealth of experience having worked for 17 years,
mainly as an HLTA, at Sherwell Valley School in their foundation stage. She has a particular interest
in outdoor learning so no worries about Outdoor Adventures not happening without our Dan!
30 hours childcare for working parents – If your child is 3 this term and both parents (or just you
if you are the only carer at home) are working, you may be entitled to 30 hours. An information sheet
about this is attached. If you have already claimed eligibility, don’t forget to reconfirm this every 3
months. I have heard there is a concern that not all parents are receiving their reconfirmation email
so it is important that you put dates in your diary to ensure you reconfirm by the deadline.
Lots of summertime
bug hunting J

Charges – Remember, if your child is funded, your invoices will now reflect
the increase in charges. For example, if your child does 3 morning sessions
with lunch, your funded weekly charge will be £10.50. Don’t forget, we do
offer payment plans if you wish to spread the cost over the year
rather than get a big bill in the holidays J Just let us know.
Longer days – If you would like to book your child in for an 8am
start, 6pm finish or both, please confirm this by email stating which
days you require.
Wet wipes and nappies – Please ensure you place enough in your
child’s bag to last the day – thank you J

Wishing you a cool and cosy Autumn season J

